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Question 1. Why do you think there are so few cases of private water supply in the world? 

Solution: There are few cases of private water supply in the world, because: 

1. Private company deals for profit in the market. 

2. In the water facility, there is no profit or very less profit. 

3. Private companies do not take interest in undertaking no profit or low-profit work. 

Question 2. Do you think the water in Chennai is available and affordable by all? Discuss. 

Solution: Water is not equally available to all citizens in Chennai. Certain areas like Anna Nagar get 

copious water while areas like Saidapet receive very little water. Municipal supply meets only about half the 

needs of the people of the city, on an average. Areas that are close to the storage points get more water 

whereas colonies further away receive less water. The burden of shortfalls in water supply falls mostly on 

the poor. 

The middle class, when faced with water shortages, are able to cope through a variety of private means such 

as digging bore wells, buying water from tankers, and using bottled water for drinking. The wealthy have 

safe drinking water, whereas the poor are again left out. In reality, universal access to ‘sufficient and safe’ 

water, in Chennai, is still a dream. 

Question 3. How is the sale of water by farmers to water dealers in Chennai affecting the local people? 

Do you think local people can object to such exploitation of groundwater? Can the government do 

anything in this regard? 

Solution: The sale of water by the farmer to the water dealers in Chennai affects the local people as this 

water is for irrigation as well for drinking for them. So the agricultural crops, as well as people, suffer. 

Moreover, groundwater levels have dropped drastically. 

 Local people can and should object to such exploitation of groundwater. 

 The government on their part should restrict the use of groundwater by the individual farmers 

according to their needs and make strict laws against overuse. 

Question 4. Why are most of the private hospitals and private schools located in major cities and not 

in towns or rural areas? 

Solution:Because of the following reasons: 

 In major cities life is fast. People could not wait for hours together standing in long queues as they 

have to do in government hospitals. 

 They can afford it as they have money to spend. 

 City people are more ambitious. 

 They expect better facilities in private hospitals and private schools. 

 In private schools, infrastructural facilities are more. 

 


